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Building and Response of Grand Unification as Political Culture
in Qing Dynasty: Taking the Case of Shengjing Provincial

Gazetteer’s Compilation and Circulation

ZHANG Yichi, LIU Fengyun
(The Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: During its four times’ compilation in the Qing dynasty, The Shengjing Provincial Gazet-
teer (Shengjing Tongzhi) has been illustrating a temporally varied ideology of High Qing court
about the political cultural concept of “Grand Unification”. As a part of the Grand Unification Gaz-
etteer’s (Da Qing Yitongzhi), the first two editions, which were completed during the era of Em-
peror Kangxi and Yongzheng respectively, emerged as a medium of Shengjing local knowledge, im-
plicating the diversity of frontier. However, the following two editions compiled during the reign of
Emperor Qianlong were soon transformed into a central context, with knowledge from the royal
court and central government, iterating the state authority by shaping a unique common memory of
origin. On the other hand, in response to the ideological constructing process, the literati readers
mainly concentrated on the rich content about Shengjing local society and nature, paying scant at-
tention to the political cultural concept.

Key words: Shengjing Provincial Gazetteer; political culture; Grand Unification; locality
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